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THE DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES BEING INFORMED OF THE RECENT 
ARTICLES IN THE GAZETA MERCANTIL RE DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN 
USDA AND THE IBC ON PRODUCTION ESTIMATES FOR THE 1976 
COFFEE CROP. IF THE EMBASSY OR CON GENS RECEIVE ADDITION- 
AL QUESTIONS ON THE DISCREPANCIES, THEY SHOULD RESPOND BY 
STATING THAT THE DISCREPANCIES REPRESENT AN HONEST DIF- 
FERENCE OF OPINION RESULTING FROM THE USE OF DIFFERENT 
ESTIMATING TECHNIQUES. DEPARTMENT VIEWS THIS MATTER AS 
PRIMARILY A TECHNICAL QUESTION AND SEES NO ADVANTAGE IN 
PROLONGING PUBLIC DEBATE OF IT. KISSINGER 
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